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MPNA Attends ABC Fact-Finding Hearing

On September 12, the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board held a fact-finding
hearing with the MPNA and the three establishments who wish to terminate their
voluntary agreements (VA) with the MPNA. The purpose of the hearing was to hear
arguments from Mr. Massumi, counsel to Haydee's, Don Jaime's, and Don Juan’s
who was objecting to the ABC Board' s earlier June decision to replacard these
establishments because MPNA was not properly notified as required by law.

BACKGROUND

MPNA fedlsthere are questions as to whether the applicants properly complied with
the requirements in the law when filing their applications. MPNA in turn, informed
residents who wished to protest, to hold off protesting until the new replacarding.

At the fact-finding hearing, Mr. Massumi argued that MPNA was notified when the
public was notified in April, which MPNA does not deny—but this wasn’t the point
of the MPNA argument. MPNA had aready petitioned the Board in May for
replacarding; the Board agreed in June, and it was MPNA'’s position to uphold the
Board'sdecision. But during this hearing, the Board acted asif they never made this
decision—and without warning, overturned their decision for replacarding. When
MPNA asked why did the Board make a decision to replacard, and then reverse itself,
andwhy....... there was no response.

“The Board' s lack of openness about whether it actually did take any decision and
whether it had chosen to reverseitself istroubling,” stated one neighbor. The
Board'sreversal of this decision brought harm to the Mount Pleasant

community. Those who wished to protest, would now no longer have the chance.

Board's Decision is Wake-Up Call for Entire City

In an unprecedented move, the ABC Board moved to allow Haydee' s and Don

Jaime’ sto apply for Entertainment Endorsements (EEs) immediately, providing
“more efficiency”. Efficiency—efficiency for who? Appropriatenessis the important
guestion, not efficiency. MPNA maintains that the Board erred in allowing these
licensees to apply for EEs, and subsequently, to be placarded for the endorsements.

On September 17, both establishments applied for “all types of entertainment
permitted by law” until 2 am and 3am, 7 days aweek. Their current VAS, which
contain live entertainment restrictions, are active and unless they are terminated or
amended in writing by the parties and the termination or amendment is approved by
the Board they cannot apply.

All communities city-wide that have VAs with their local licensees should be greatly
concerned by the Board' s action to allow an application to be taken that goes against
existing VA provisions. Community groups should find it even more disturbing to
know that EE applications are being allowed even during the time that MPNA is
seeking reconsideration of the ABC Board' s decision to allow the licensees to apply
for EE's. Stay tuned.
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